
 

 

AUTOMATIC GATES SAFETY MATRIX! 

 

Why do you calculate a Safety Matrix score on our gate system and what does it mean? 
This service is for customers benefit, protection and support as much as it is for clearer 

understanding and clarity of the details of the installation, so that recommendations may 

be offered in order of priority. 

 

 

          
 

 

What is meant by priority? Every power operated gate, is a machine and as such, will 

have potentially dangerous features in use. Like all machines it will need servicing, 

adjustment and repair and if it operates outdoors, all potential external conditions and 

abuses need to be accounted for. 

 

Throughout the life of every system, changes and modifications can be offered for 

numerous reasons, most of which will benefit the owner or users of the system. New 

products, upgraded features and working practices arrive each year, all of which may 

affect safe performance, reliability or functionality. 

 

Following recent tragic accidents involving automatic gate systems, more and more 

people are becoming aware of some of the hazards each system may possess and the 

owners responsibility to ensure safe use for users and by-standers alike. 

 

         
 

Owner’s responsibility? Yes the owner of the in-situ machine (gate system) needs to 

provide evidence that they have taken adequate steps to ensure the installation has been 

designed, installed and maintained in a safe state. And that they look after it accordingly. 

 



Provide evidence? Cars have a log & service book with manual/record, so should gate 

systems. Known as the technical file, this should keep records of the installation and 

servicing, repairs and any other detail required, for the life of the system. Without such a 

record, the owner is at greater risk of failing to fulfil their responsibilities of ownership. 

 

Within the records should be a system report or description of the system, listing 

components, a history of events and any risk reviews or recommendations made, 

undertaken or pending. 

 

      
 

Why the matrix? As professionals in this field, we are duty bound to bring all areas of 

concern to light as far as reasonably practicable. This platform was developed to give 

owners a guide to which safety hazards are more pressing and costs associated with their 

remedy. Risk assessment across the whole system design, within its environment and 

location, often highlights more than one area of concern and even seemingly trivial points 

are to be noted with actions or recommendations suggested 

 

   
 

Every day people benefit from understanding how best to protect their system! 
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