
  

AUTOMATIC GATES WHAT REPAIR OPTION SHOULD 

WE INVEST IN?  

 

What repairs option? I have more than one that looks like it covers the same thing! 

There are numerous ways of undertaking almost any type of repair or modification on an 

electric gate system and some options can contradict each other. A structured approach to 

present the alternatives can be offered, but confusion easily occurs when the benefits or 

disadvantages between them are not clear. Explaining these can take time and most 

people find themselves having to rely upon the advice given at the time  

 

Recommendations are usually prioritised in the following order or categories:  

  

• Reliability 

• Safety 

• Security 

• Convenience 

• Upgrade 

• Cosmetics 

 

Price is often another driving factor with recommendations, as engineers find themselves 

having to balance the long & short term solutions, against the benefits & disadvantages 

together with varying costs associated with each of them.  

 

It is easy to say ‘take the lot out & start again!’ when money is not a hurdle. Or ‘upgrade 

the whole system’ when one operator fails and its replacement could involve the need to 

replace other parts that are not faulty. 

 

 
 

Why would that be necessary? Following the dramatic changes made in the design & 

build of most automatic equipment products including the latest safety requirements of 

the ‘Machinery Directive’, many parts, operators, control panels etc. are no longer 

compatible. Also, to gain the required safety functionality from the system, further 

components may be necessary for the job to be completed or compliant. 

      
 

  



 

     
 

Today’s compliant systems are likely to be far more elaborate than ones installed before 

2010.  Even simple repairs may require us to notify customers of the need to upgrade or 

modify their system so that it meets, or closes some of the gap, between its original 

design and that of reasonable compliance (recognised safe operation).  

 

                
 

Very few people are happy about further investment on their system, especially to one 

that is very new and in their mind should already be compliant! The fact remains that 

compliance is changing as each draft of the ‘Standard’ is modified or amended and 

incidents are reported with another lesson learnt.  

 

The best option is relative to how long you need the system to last, how safe it will 

remain, how well you want it to perform and how reliable you need it to be? Most 

important should always be ‘Reliability and Safety’ first with all else following.  

  

          
 

The cost of doing too little may well end up exceeding any investment made and leave 

the owner exposed?  

 

Every day people have to make a choice that suits their short and or long term needs! 
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