
 

AUTOMATIC GATE SIGNAGE, SHEETING & MESH 

 

Can we add signage, sheeting or meshing to our automatic gate system? Yes but be 

careful! 

 

Why careful? Anything added to a gate can affect the performance of the system and 

adjustments need to be made after careful consideration of the affect upon the system and 

what may be needed to correct it! 

 

  
 

That sounds over complicated? I am sorry but it is quite complicated. Adding something 

like a sign or sheeting to a gate, can change the affect the wind may have on the pressure 

settings and operational performance of the system. It may even cause issues with the 

static, non-operational state of the system (buffeting from high wind etc) 

 

The larger the sign and/or the stronger the breeze, the greater the affect upon the system 

and the more adjustment maybe needed to accommodate for it. 

 

The style and shape of the gate, its environment and location, the materials the gate and 

support structure are made of, as well as the furniture and fittings of the gate, need all to 

be considered in this respect. 

 

  
 



But what is the problem? There can be more than one problem, but the most common is 

the need to adjust the pressure of the operator, so that it moves the gate with the 

additional resistance or aid from wind. Other problems can come from the risk of 

personal injury resulting from the inclusion of added feature. Or when it or its fixings fail 

or become loose. 

 

What harm can adding pressure to the operator cause? Often this increase can go 

without notice and seemingly not cause any issue. However, by adding to the force of the 

operator or motor, increases strain upon the whole gate, its support structure and 

associated fixings. This may weaken them sooner than would have been the case and 

consequentially reduce the life expectancy of the system. 

 

  
 

The greatest issue is the increase in risk of personal injury or damage to property. This 

risk can be added to, such like; by the wind when it changes direction and instead of 

resisting the gate, it now helps push it! 

 

  
 

Swing gates can be especially vulnerable to the affects of wind and need to be considered 

accordingly, with sliding gates, signage could added to personal injury hazards and lift 

barriers could be distorted by gusts or such like. 

 

Every day gate systems are expected to operate safely in windy locations! 
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