
 

AUTOMATIC GATES HOW MUCH SAFETY? 

 

How much safety do we need? We cannot make that decision, the owner should! 

 

Why them? We can offer advice and guidance, but only the owner can make the final 

decision! It is their system and ultimately their responsibility to ensure it is safe to use.  

  

That sounds a bit unfair. It may sound unfair but the system will always remain the 

responsibility of its owner, whether we are involved or not. However we can help to 

improve and maintain the system so that it is as safe as is reasonably practical. 

 

Does that mean having to spend lots on money on the system? Sometimes yes and other 

times not so! The need for major modifications or additions often arises from the changes 

around the system, its environment and who uses it. Changes in law and regulations also 

have an influence on system design and recommendations that need constant review. 

 

 
 

Years of installing and more importantly maintaining thousands of gate, door and barrier 

systems, has taught us a few basic rules that generalise what we have found in this regard. 

‘Safety’ & ‘Security’ often contradict each other and to have one there is need to sacrifice 

part of the other. Also, the job the system performs may have an effect on the importance 

of either safety, or security, according to need and objective.  

 

Cosmetics & Reliability are two other criteria that are dear to customer’s hearts and can 

often be contradictory. What may look good can often be less reliable and anything that is 

unreliable can hardly ensure good Safety or Security.  

 

                



 

There are different types of safety risk and different types of safety devices. The level and 

type of potential risk should be measured in line with the solutions and consequences, but 

never assume a constant environment or use of the system, as chance often happens.  

  

  
  

What do you mean? All automatic systems are machines and have dangerous aspects that 

should be protected against. The level of protection is relevant to where and how the 

system is used, and also who uses it. When changes happen, for whatever reason, even 

temporary changes, the need to review or upgrade system safety can be greater.  

  

  
  

With a limited budget what can we do? Focus on protecting against the greater dangers 

and remove all risk associated with real threat to serious injury or worse. Assume young 

children will play on or around the system, and what can be done to protect them. Allow 

for disabled or impaired users, pets, livestock and alike. If in doubt ask for advice!  

  

  
  

Each day people enjoy the protection and comfort of a reliably safe system!    
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