
 

AUTOMATIC GATES CAR SAFETY? 

 

Can an automatic gate hit my car? Yes if they are not installed, set up or used correctly, 

or if the car drives into the gate! 

 

Why is that possible? Unfortunately some installations do not carry complete protection 

from vehicles. In fact no gate could withstand sufficient impact from any moving car, van 

or truck that is driven into it whether it is stationary or operational. 

 

We are sometimes told that ‘a gate closed onto a car causing excessive damage’! This is 

somewhat strange as we have little evidence that any gate has ever decided to close, just 

when a car arrived.  Most often the gate is just timing out and automatically closing after 

its pause time, when the offending vehicle arrives or tries to tailgate through the opening 

behind someone else. 

 

Gates do not usually cause most of the damage when they open or close onto a car, as 

their pressure settings are finely adjustable and as such next to no damage need be 

inflicted by the gate itself. It is usually the movement of the vehicle that causes the 

greater damage and it was the vehicle that drove into the path of the gate! 

 

   
 

Surely things should be done to stop such accidents? Yes precautions are taken, in most 

cases at least one form of safety device would have been fitted. Photo-switches across the 

opening were the most common and they used to hold the gate open when a vehicle is 

delayed driving through (awaiting a break in the traffic, etc) the opening. 

 

     



 

What happens when approaching gates that are already open? Very good question.  

Most people do not think about this until it has become an issue! Additional safety should 

be installed both sides of the opening at optimum positions so that a reasonable area of 

safety is achieved. 

 

What is meant by optimum positions? Every site is different and each has to cope with 

varying conditions and circumstances. All the same, a consideration of the likely speed of 

traffic moving through the opening, as well as the amount and type will all have an effect 

on the devices used and how/where they are installed for best protection. 

 

   
 

What else can be done? Traffic calming products and solutions such as ramps, width 

restrictors etc, can be a great advantage when designing the system/entrance, where 

controlling traffic is important. 

 

   
 

   
 

Every day cars, vans and trucks drive safely through correctly designed and installed 

entrances! 
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