
 

AUTOMATIC GATES ASSESSING RISK? 

 

Automatic gates; how do you assess the health & safety risks? This is a very political 

question that has many answers and many critics. 

 

Can anyone, at any time, be injured by or as a result of the system in any way, 

operationally, manually controlled or just being there? 

 

This question is usually answered with a Yes! 

 

   
 

We find that some systems are far more capable of a potential incident than others and 

the level of use, together with the type of users, etc. all have a bearing on risk and 

consequence (Likelihood, Frequency, Severity and Number affected). 

 

Any system, used incorrectly, despite being fitted with numerous safety products, can 

potentially cause even the slightest of injury and it is almost impossible to cater for every 

eventuality. However, it is accepted that every reasonable effort to safeguard from all risk 

should be considered and dealt with practically. Severity of harm being the most obvious 

and possibility the most important! Sever injury risk, must be removed before anything! 

 

An exception to this general rule maybe made when the safety precaution itself, renders 

the overall system less effective or reliable or safe! 

 

             
 

What do you mean? If a system has too many safety products than it would otherwise 

need, it may become less reliable, less safe! An example of this is that of a railway 

crossing gate, if left open due to a safety product, it would become dangerously unsafe as 



a system. Allowing unauthorised vehicles, persons, pets or livestock to wander freely 

through the opening, causing greater danger to themselves or others from a moving train! 

 

   
 

Risk of ultimate injury, death or severe damage should be completely removed from 

every system (subject to the above reason and with the suitable authority’s approval). 

 

Risk of actual or potential injury or clear danger to users, bystanders and others, must be 

highlighted and dealt with suitably. 

 

Risk of damage to vehicles authorised or otherwise should be assessed and precautions 

provided for. 

 

   
 

Risk of entrapment as well as any consequential risk to anybody, animal or vehicle in any 

way, should be dealt with adequately. 

 

All likely Risk is identified using our ‘Safety Matrix’ scoring system, with scores above 

250 alerted as serious risk potential (immediate action must be taken). 

 

Typical hazards include but are not limited to: 

Anti-personal  -  Construction - Crushing  -  Dragging  -  Drawing  -  Entrapment  -  

Force  -  Hazard creation  -  Impact  -  Loose items  -  Mains power  -  Obstruction  -  

Sharp areas  -  Shearing  -  Structural defects  -  System failure  -  Trip likelihood 

 

Every day lots of people come and go through reliably safe systems that protect lives! 
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