
 

AUTOMATIC GATES WHAT SIZE? 

 

‘What size should our gates be?’  This is a good question and the answer is relative to 

the opening available, the location & function required from the system, as well as any 

technical restraints.  

 

I am not sure what you mean? Ok let us put it this way! Most customers would like the 

widest opening available so that access through was as easy as possible. Height is usually 

a restriction of the local authority and otherwise rarely affects the performance of a 

system (subject to construction type and build quality, of the gate/s and support/s with 

suitable foundation). 

 

Why is width so important? And what is the maximum on offer? The width of every 

gate is one of the most important aspects of the system design. The wider the gate, the 

more complex issues require addressing from the system and the more costly the project 

becomes. Leverage increases with length and the wider the opening the more power is 

required to move, stop and return or restart the gate during operation. 

 

 
 

The moving loads are transferred from the operator to the gate and back again. This adds 

force to all the fixings throughout operation as well as any force when closed/open. These 

forces are sometime constant, such as wind and are increased with external influence 

such as forced use or abuse is encountered. 

 

An opening too small will not let ease of access and impact damage could be a greater 

risk from a moving vehicle. An opening that is on a tight turning point could be required 

to be wider to suit mobility? 

 



What is the best width? On a domestic entrance, such as a private house, or sites with 

one way traffic, an opening of 3.3m up to 4m wide is often most suited. Over 4m is not 

ideal as the on costs become prohibitive.  On a communal drive with two way traffic, an 

opening of 4m up to 5m wide is often best suited. Over 5m becomes a potential hazard as 

drives maybe tempted to cross each other coming in and going out! 

 

 

      
 

 

Industrial openings are designed to suit each location according to the type of products 

used and access requirements of the customer. However the same general rules apply and 

often a combination of products are used to complete the desired affect. 

 

 

 
 

 

If we need a wider opening what can be done? There are numerous options available to 

achieve additional width, but all increase the cost of every main item accordingly. An 

extra meter may actually add 30% if not more to the overall cost of the system. The wider 

the opening, there is a greater need for additional safety and security equipment. 

 

Every day, people access through different size entrance systems! 
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