
 

AUTOMATIC GATES OR RISING BOLLARDS? 

 

‘Are rising bollards or blockers better than gates?’  Our reply is quite easy; yes and no.  

There is a world of difference between both types of systems and as so there are 

numerous advantages and disadvantages between them. 

 

   
 

What do you mean?  The main differences are obvious, gates can be seen opening and 

closing, where as bollards or blockers usually disappear into the ground. 

 

Physical security is easier with a gate and pedestrian control more likely, also gate 

systems usually cost less overall and the consequential costs are normally lower. 

 

Bollard and blocker systems are often used in security locations where vehicular control 

is the main focus and pedestrian control catered for with alternative solutions as required. 

 

 
 

What would be right for us? Your reasons for considering an automatic system together 

with the end result you are trying to produce are all important, whilst remaining mindful 

of the location and end users. The level of use, any environmental considerations or 

impact the final system may have once installed will all help determine the best option. 

 



What should we be looking out for? Cost should not be the main consideration; in fact it 

is the main reason behind most catastrophes that occur in our industry. Either system has 

lots of options that need to be considered in the design and build stages, as well as and if 

not more importantly the after sales and maintainable life of the system! 

 

The safe operational use of the system is of the upmost importance and a serviceable 

product that is reliable, durable and fit-for-purpose is a must. 

 

Which is safest? Both can be very safe in the right location if designed and installed with 

essential safety protection.  However, as bollards go into the ground, they have been 

known to cause the most costly accidents. Users can not see them when they are below 

the level of view hidden under the bonnet of the vehicle. Moving vehicles have been 

known to cause extreme damage as they drive into a partly down bollard! 

 

 
 

Landscaping, water table and drainage can be additional problems with any products 

installed under the road surface.  This should be the first technical consideration at the 

design stage for any type or system or control. 

 

What is your initial advice? Our advice is to first consider the use of an automatic gate if 

possible, as it is highly visible in operation without the reliance of additional access 

control. 

 

 
 

Everyday people benefit from choosing the right system! 
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