
 

AUTOMATIC GATE POWER CUTS 

 

‘What do we do during a power cut? All automatic gate systems have a manual override 

that allows the gate to be opened or closed manually. 

 

It is important to ensure the power is off when setting the system to manual and most 

operators require their own type of release key, so that the manual release mechanism can 

be used 

 

  
 

Do all operators have or need a release key? No some operators are locking and some 

are non-locking and some may be locking in one direction or position only. A large 

proportion of domestic installations, that the gate is not too large, are locking and a 

release key is necessary. Multi-user installations and systems with larger gates are usually 

recommended and installed as non-locking with manual operation achieved once the 

supplementary lock is released. Some supplementary locks are magnetic and some are 

electric or mechanical, some have battery back-up and some do not. 

 

  
 

What is the difference between Magnetic and Mechanical or Electric locking? 
Typically magnetic locks fail release and electric or mechanical locks fail secure, during 

power failure or fault. This means a magnetic lock would often allow the gate to be used 

manually without the need to free it and an electric lock would require its own release 

key or device so that the gate would be free to be used manually. 

 



Why are there locking and non-locking operators? As a locking operator restricts 

movement without control it is seen to have a more secure purpose and also would resist 

the wind blowing the gate. The problem is that any force has to be endured by the 

operator and damage is more likely. Also to gain access without power an override 

release key is usually required. Non-locking operators are therefore more durable to miss-

use or abuse and would not trap persons accordingly. Being less secure they require 

supplementary locking for the gate to be secure and this often adds to the cost of the 

installation. 

 

 

           
 

 

How does a release key work? Every type of operator and make of operator, can have its 

own key and many do not work with each other. Keeping this key safe and easily 

identified is important as well as instructions on how to use it. The system’s technical file 

should be kept up-to-date, with the type of operator fitted and its release data accordingly. 

If more than one type of operator are fitted different keys and instructions are required. 

 

 

  
 

 

Can we YouTube this information? I hope not, otherwise thieves may have an easier 

way into or out of your property! 

 

Every day people manually access their property during a power cut! 
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