
 

AUTOMATIC GATE PAINTING OPERATORS 

 

‘What colour finish do the operators come in and can we paint them?’ This is an 

interesting question that we try to accommodate but there are consequences. Most current 

units are silver, gray or black and are treated to last. 

 

All operators are factory finished in an external coating that is designed for the job in 

question. Some are better than others, but most last very well, even in extreme conditions 

and environments (summer’s hot Sun and winters freezing nights). 

 

   
 

The colour of a lot of operators is important to their performance in extreme weather 

conditions or temperatures. Decorating them may cause complications with thermal cut 

outs, viscosity of liquids and life expectancy of seals, casings and access to manual 

overrides. It could also affect the operation of the manual override. 

 

   
Silver factory finished Ram. Hardly noticed from outside 

 

It is never ideal to have them redecorated, even if they are stripped down and done 

correctly. One reason for this is replacement, repair or exchange. Also new models are 

always trying to improve features and matching a decorated unit with a new one may 

stand out poorly. The new unit may not perform like the original one, once decorated to 

match and this would not be evident until it was too late. 



 

Manufactures warranty may be an area of concern and CE compliance could be hard to 

gain. This could put the owner at higher risk as the original manufactures’ product would 

have been modified. 

 

Maintenance schedules would be affect that may have a bearing on the costs of support, 

testing or the need of more regular inspection or adjustment. 

 

         
Link arm type operators should not be decorated (specialist advice) 

 

‘What else could we do?’ Our recommendation would be to have the operator fitted so 

that it is best suited to the gate and give reliability priority over cosmetics. Accessing and 

using the manual release should be given importance, as well as servicing and repairs 

access. However features on the gate could be used to hide a unit, from at least the 

outside. 

 

     
Black operators retain heat and can have limited service levels accordingly 

 

Some operators are simply better looking than others and there is often a wide choice 

available, but looks often become less of a consideration when system performance is 

adversely affected. 

 

              
Under gate and sliding gate motors need to avoid saturation at low level 

 

Every day people have to decide on looks versus reliability and performance! 
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