
 

AUTOMATIC GATES WHY A LINK BEAM? 

 

‘Why would I need a link beam?’  This good question is not relevant to all systems and 

is best explained as a precaution to aid in long term system stability. 

 

  
 

I am not sure what you mean? Ok, let us explain what it does and how it may benefit 

your installation. Most gates are fixed or hung off a support structure, such as a pier or 

post. These supports need to stay in place for the life of the system and any movement in 

them will affect the performance of the system. Movement can also be cosmetically poor 

upon the visual look of the system as well as alignment and gaps/working tolerances, etc. 

 

Occasionally we come across gates that do not meet in the middle, or if they do, they are 

out of alignment, with one leaf often higher than the other. 

 

Sometimes a support may lean in or out, causing the gate to fall forward or back. This 

can result in the gate not fully opening or closing and catching or snagging when it 

should not. Operator forces or loads may need adjustment for suitable operation, 

impacting on safety and testing. 

 

        
 

Systems are rendered almost un-repairable if too much movement has occurred and a 

complete re-build of the entrance with consequential landscaping becomes necessary. 

This is usually very costly and far outweighs the initial additional cost of the link beam 

installation itself. 

 



Ground heave, frost expansion, water table fluctuations, flooding, drought, subsidence, 

movement and excessive use, are all common issues that affect the trueness needed 

within the structural integrity of each support and with each other. 

 

  
 

Big foundations alone may not be an adequate answer to this potential problem, nor can 

link beams solve every possible issue, but by tying each support structure together under 

ground and across the opening, both would have to move as one. This results in a far 

more stable entrance and allows greater alignment of each gate (subject to construction, 

material and hinging of the gates themselves). 

 

     
 

Concreted into place a link beam connects each structure to each other and aids in the 

stability of the whole system. Adequate foundations are always recommended, together 

with the use of steels as the core of support for each gate leaf. 

 

Every day, link beams secure the foundations of otherwise fragile or suspect ground! 
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