
 

AUTOMATIC GATES HARD OR SOFTWOOD? 

 

‘Hard or Softwood gates, which are most suitable for automation?’  This great question 

is surrounded in common myth and widespread misunderstanding! So many enquirers 

assume Hardwood to be the more superior timber and have a greater life expectancy, 

outdoors! 

 

  
 

How very wrong this can be! In fact some 800 year old churches in Russia are built from 

Siberian Larch that happens to be a softwood. Many quality softwoods have far longer 

life expectancies than many common hardwoods, but the cheaper timbers are quite the 

opposite. 

 

Different timbers perform differently and weathering often accelerates the natural 

distortions and movements within each species. The joints and construction types can 

also have an effect of product stability throughout the seasons, with many gates reacting 

to each accordingly. 

 

  
 

Automation requires engineering tolerances to perform correctly and provide the reliable 

service required of it, so if the gate moves, expands, contracts, warps, twists, swells or 

jambs, then the system will suffer and failure is likely. Even by a small degree, any of the 

above can cause poor performance of the installation and ultimately user frustration. 

 



Safe use of the system could also be at risk and this may also be true of any timber 

support structure as well as the gate itself? 

 

It is not just the type of timber used, but the grain and cut that can have a direct result on 

the stability and performance of the finished item. Parts of the tree that have many 

branches many have more knots and the truck itself can produce a better timber grain the 

higher up it is chosen. 

 

  
 

Some timbers are better than others with, stain, oil or painted finish and some timber 

products are manmade, such as Accoya or Tricoya than may lack grain, but can offer a 

superior result where needed (panels, painted finish etc.) 

 

  
 

What is the best timber? The one that suits your required finish and is as stable as it may 

be. Softwood can be a better solution and it may be less costly, however the opposite can 

also be true. 

 

What do you suggest? Agree the final look and then take expert advice from someone 

with established, automatic gate system, support experience. People who care for the end 

product for as long as you might. 

 

Every day the right timber provides the look and service required of it! 
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