
 

AUTOMATIC GATES GROUND LEVELS 

 

Are ground levels important with automatic gates? YES. Regardless of the type of gate 

system that is required, ground levels have an impact on a number of important points. 

The main concern is that of trouble free access for users through the opening, before and 

after the gate. 

 

Why before & after? If the levels change from inside to out, this change could have an 

effect on the ground clearance underneath a vehicle as it travels through the opening. The 

more the variance between these, the more or less ground clearance is altered. 

 

  
 

How does this become an issue? If the drive rises or falls, the gate may need to be 

installed to compensate for this so that it can work free of any obstruction. The under-

gate gap can vary according to this change of level and if the drive raises up, throughout 

leaf swing or travel, the under-gate gap in the close position may be unsightly or a 

security risk. It can also cause the centre stop on a pair of swing gates, to become more of 

an obstruction to vehicles. 

 

Raising a stop up so that it meets a high gate will create a bigger obstacle and this can 

become a real problem especially with gates that have ground locking, high level of use 

or multi-user systems. 

 

  
 



Even an acceptably low stop could become hazardous if the level before and or after the 

opening drops away too steeply. As the car travels over the stop and down the slope its 

ground clearance can reduce accordingly. 

 

What is an acceptable height? Usually up to about 70mm or 2 ¾” is the typical 

maximum height strived for. This can change subject to site conditions and user types, 

some locations require no stop at all. 

 

   
 

Why are ‘Stops’ need anyway? Stops can have a very important purpose dependent upon 

the system design and are traditionally used where practical. They can become the keep 

or locking device of the system and often stop the gate from over traveling. 

 

How about sliding gates? In all cases and more so with sliding gates, level ground is 

always preferred. Sliding gates must be installed so that they open & close over a level 

path. This is highlighted when used manually and gravity would be a safety risk. 

 

  
 

If the ground is not level are there solutions? Yes but the style & design of the system 

must account for this and there will be restrictions in choice accordingly 

 

Everyday vehicles drive in & out of automatic gates without obstruction! 
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