
 

 

AUTOMATIC GATES EXISTING SYSTEM COMPLIANCE 

 

Do our original automatic gates comply with the standards?  They may do! However 

new guidelines, products, processes & procedures are being introduced to our industry 

constantly, and as such, almost every installation, including ones finished only yesterday, 

could be reassessed for improvement. 

 

  
 

They may do? Yes, Subject to when it was commissioned and what has been changed on 

it since then, it may be pre or post the introduction of a relevant compliance? 

 

Most automatic gate equipment manufacturers, rushed new control boards to market a 

around and about 2010, in an attempt to provide adequate safety in opening as well as 

closing! This followed some tragic accidents that brought home some basic needs that 

until then were widely lacking. 

 

  
 

What does that mean? It has since been recognised that an opening or reopening gate, is 

just as, if not more dangerous, than a closing one where pedestrian or bystanders are 

concerned! The most tragic of initial accidents involved youngsters being dragged, 

caught or trapped in gates that opened and would not easily let go. 

 

But our gates are for cars, not people! That may be the case, however at some time in 

the systems existence, the likelihood of people being around the gate when it is operated 

is almost certain. The young or frail are especially vulnerable and their safety must be 

considered above all. Owners need to consider child visitors and those that could be in 



the vicinity, as well as their own children and if they could be injured around or by the 

gate system, measures must be taken. 

 

  
 

What should be done? As with everything in life, we live and we learn. To keep up-to-

date with change and improvement, every installation should be maintained and inspected 

with a new risk review undertaken on a regular basis. 

 

When is regular? At least annually, subject to levels of use and any abuse (manmade or 

natural). Also, every time there is a change in the local environment which may affect the 

system, how it is used, who uses it, or who is around it when used. 

 

     
 

What should we be looking out for? First, imagine you are an investigative child that 

liked playing around or on the gate, where could any likely risk of injury accrue and how 

serious? A rugby ball is an ideal prop, could the ball be crushed, caught, cut or damaged 

etc. 

 

Have the installation checked out by a trained and experienced surveying engineer, with a 

written report, together with suitable recommendations and warranties. 

 

Compliance is only a start and we all have a duty of care for others! 
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