
 

 

AUTOMATIC GATES DIRECTION OF SWING? 

 

Can automatic gates swing or open outward? Yes, but it is not always a good idea! 

Sometimes it is the only real option where owners have little if any other choice. 

 

Why? Mainly ground levels or access are why outward opening gates are installed. They 

can however cause consequences not always expected or dealt with correctly. 

 

 

   
 

 

What consequences? Visitors arriving for the first time, may not expect a gate to open 

toward them, or a system may not be laid out to suit this uncommon configuration. A gate 

opening out could obstruct a path or access way, posing additional risk to other users, by-

standers and alike. Vehicles themselves could obstruct the highway or access road, if 

insufficient room is not made adequately available when gaining entry. 

 

If the operation of the gate causes the potential of otherwise avoidable risk of injury to 

persons, or damage to property. Such as return walls, railing, fencing or open ditches etc. 

that could present a hazard. 

 

   
 

But most swing gates open at you when leaving? True, but the user has a greater level of 

awareness for this and often there is more room to deal with the operation and 

consequence. 

 



When are they a good idea? Exit gate systems can be a good example, rising driveways 

that would otherwise cause huge under-gate gaps, as well as systems that are set-out 

correctly. 

 

Set out correctly, how? Adequate or better access for all users should be considered and 

the positioning of various controls and equipment can be of real help. The number and 

type of users should be taken into account, along with location and any environmental 

affects that could affect the performance of the whole system. 

 

Visitors are the most at risk, user type and clear signage should be useful, but the position 

of the communications or control post, set 3-4m forward of the arc of the gates is a good 

start. 

 

Stopping drivers adequately well forward of the gates before they start to open has best 

results and keeping the gates open, while all traffic passes through can be very important. 

 

 

   
 

 

What else could be helpful? Stop circuits preventing gate operation can sound like a 

good idea, but in reality they are more trouble, than they are good! 

 

 

  
 

Everyday people rely upon unimpeded access with reliable results! 
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