
 

AUTOMATIC GATES IN BAD WEATHER? 

 

Are automatic gates reliable in bad weather? With the right system design and suitable 

maintenance programme undertaken, yes! They can be very reliable. However, extreme 

weather conditions will inevitably cause some performance related issues. 

 

What is meant by extreme weather conditions? Gale force wind can add additional 

resistance to any gate during operation and the more drag (solid area or similar) the 

greater the affect will be on poor system performance. In some extreme cases very high 

wind could prevent the gate from opening or closing, either part way or not at all! 

 

         
 

What else affects the gate? Heavy snow falls and freezing conditions will always have a 

negative affect on system performance. Gates freezing stuck or the weight of the snow 

can stop the system completely or partially in either direction. 

 

Can anything be done to avoid this? Yes always, but there is a compromise and 

sometimes that can be very expensive or ultimately more dangerous? 

 

The system will be set up to resist force during operation in both directions. This force 

setting is designed to be a balance between satisfactory operation and system safety, 

should somebody or alike be trapped in the gate during the opening and closing cycles. 

 

   
 



The construction detail, size, shape, geometry and tolerances of each gate/leaf, all come 

into play throughout the complete opening and closing cycle of each part of each system. 

Anywhere along the full width of the gate has to be assessed in line with the potential risk 

to users and bystanders across all areas of entrapment, or such like, and the chance of 

injury gauged accordingly. 

 

 
NOT ADVISED 

 

With swing gates, the closer you go toward the pivot point, the greater pressure is needed 

to stop a moving gate and the higher the risk potential becomes. Therefore, when 

assessing risk, concern nearing the pivot point needs greater consideration and likely 

protection than that further away, though all should be suitably catered for. 

 

   
 

If the system is set up to be as safe in good weather conditions and without external 

influence, then, the moment such resistance increases the safety aspects of the system, in 

regard to force, will affect the system’s performance. A balance between these factors is 

needed to result in reliable performance and acceptable risk. 

 

System maintenance, location, layout and construction may also require consideration. 

 

Every day people benefit from reliable gate systems over and over again! 
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