
 

AUTOMATIC GATES FOR SCHOOLS? 

 

Why do schools want security including automatic gate systems? There are many 

different types of schools and a variety of alternative demands facing each, however there 

are also common considerations, they all are required to address. Schools & colleges 

have a duty-of-care to their pupils, staff and visitors alike. They have to protect their 

stakeholders and investors interests, maintaining standards across the premise and all of 

the services they provide. 

 

 
 

Schools need control over entry & exit, with some needing knowledge of who is on the 

premises and even where they may be. Some need to keep pupils in and the unwelcome 

out. Some have areas of greater and lesser access control, for pedestrians and vehicles. 

All have to ensure their responsibilities are adequately or better met. 

 

 
 

The perception of deterrent and the physical products, are equally important when it 

comes to security and a safer environment for all. The inevitable mix of different possible 

solutions can be overwhelming or confusing. Added to this are growing needs for more 

flexible solutions that can adapt to daily, weekly and even seasonal demands or changes. 

 

With each project identified, whether it be a camera, a gate, or even just signage, etc. the 

number of possible options seems to grow with every investigation and obtaining best 



advice becomes harder. Choosing the best course of action, even after thorough 

investigation, has its risks and relaying on trusted and proven track records does not 

always result as well as may be expected. 

 

 
 

Who is accountable for the long term success of each project and who will ensure 

adequate or best support of it, can be more important than the original purchase? So may 

adaptability and modification, allowing cost effective future proofing or minimising 

successful maintenance spend? 

 

With every school having its own unique characteristics, needs and environmental 

challenges, vast experience and proof of delivery, remain steadfast consideration in 

choosing which service provider should be consulted upon and finally who is used. 

 

 
 

What if? Another great question that should be taken into account. Can the product or 

service be dual sourced? Can others take over at a reasonable price and without 

compromise of features or functionality? 

 

Every school has a commitment to maintaining capital investment and this obligation is 

usually permanent, so life time ownership costs would best be known before the original 

investment is made. 

 

Daily school stakeholders rely on a safe & secure environment as well as good teaching! 
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