
 

 

AUTOMATIC GATES 

CHEAP SYSTEM OR CHEAPER SOLUTION? 

 

‘Cheap is all I am interested in, what can you offer me?’  Anything you like! 

 

‘ANYTHING?’ Yes, anything! You see ‘Cheap’ is relative and affects everything we 

could buy in life. A cheap deal is either an illusion or a perception of great value and 

most cheap deals do not turn out to be the cheapest solution! 

 

   
 

‘I don’t understand’  We have all bought something that at the time, appeared to be a 

great deal, only to find it was not what we had expected, nor did it last very long and 

often caused a great frustration before we gave up on it! 

 

Let’s take our own recent history as an example: 2014 saw us inherit over 10 times more 

systems, installed by other companies, than we fitted ourselves! Why, we asked, only to 

find a common answer. The illusion of a deal that was not what the owner expected and 

had failed to a point that the owner wanted an alternative solution, with a more permanent 

fix. 

 

   
 

Being trapped in or out of your own property, can be very frustrating to say the least, or 

the system misbehaving to a point of little use and your original investment becoming a 

farce! 

 



‘What do you mean by anything then?’ Every job can be done differently, employing 

varying skills and with numerous products of choice. The job itself may have been 

designed in a more or less suitable way and the consequences of each variance are often 

overlooked, until it is too late! 

 

Please do not let me put you off, as we have many answers to most questions and the 

experience to know why. Often this is understandably lacking on the part of many 

customers and it would be unfair to expect new enquirers to be aware of the pros & cons 

for each aspect of any installation. 

 

Cheap design, cheap products and cheap labour, or any one of these, ends up with a 

cheaper cost for installation and a poor life expectancy for the system. 

 

   
 

The right design, products and labour, ends up with the right result and a life expectancy 

that justifies the whole investment thereby becoming the cheapest solution. 

 

‘What else should I consider?’ Cheap systems are usually the most expensive to 

maintain, take longer to fix and always question any long term investment? 

 

   
 

The above photos are split into two estimated lengths of reliable life expectancy, up to 5 

years and over 15 years. Can you spot which is which? Most people cannot, even though 

their installation values are half or double one-an-other. 

 

Everyday ‘Cheap’ is measured against a quick illusion, or a long term investment! 
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