
 

 

AUTOMATIC GATES AFFORDABLE SOLUTION 

 

We are asked ‘Your system is beyond our budget, why?’ Our answer was simple, what is 

your budget now and how much do you want to spend on upkeep and maintenance? 

 

What do you mean by upkeep? Well the reliability of all systems has a direct affect on 

their individual cost of upkeep. The design of the system, within its location and type of 

use, directly results in the service maintenance and repairs necessary to keep the system 

operation. A non-operational system is of little use and in most cases can be a hazard or 

even a security/safety risk. 

 

   
 

What are our options? There are three main choices: ONE, invest in the comprehensive 

solution that is tailored to the needs of the site and its users: TWO, agree the best design 

and undertake the work in stages, adding as and when funds are available: THREE, take a 

chance on the affordable solution and hope it works, is safe and lasts. 

 

   
 

Why do all customers not just go with the cheap option and deal with it when it goes 

wrong? A lot do! The real problem is that most, if not all, low budget systems, have a 

short life expectancy, cost more to bring up to a good design and expectable level of 

reliability, than they originally cost. 

 

Why? A great deal of a system’s build is what you do not see, the foundations and cables, 

the gate construction, hinge bearings, soak-a-ways, the structural, mechanical and 

electrical suitability throughout. Often the cost of removing what is there before 

upgrading can be costly; not just physically but administratively and organisationally! 



 

Working on an entrance in use can cause delays and upsets that add to the cost of repair 

or replacement. Access issues arise that would or may not have been the case when the 

installation first went in. Parking and room for the engineers to work and store parts 

throughout the repair or upgrade could become more costly. Ground-works may have 

been easier or less disruptive originally, or other products, systems or services may now 

be obstructing access. 

 

   
 

What if we simply do not have the funds? Our advice is to wait until you can do the job 

correctly or carry the project out in phases. Do the ground-works and install the gates, 

post, and furniture correctly, with ducting and cable routes ready. Power supply, 

communications and control cabling or access routes can be laid in preparation. The 

automatic controls and equipment can be added later, assuming everything is suitable and 

compatibly designed. 

 

    
 

Every day careful investment pays off and rash decisions cost more in the long run! 
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